What To Do With Homosexuality and Marriage?

Intro:

1 And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will accept. When you think of what he has done for you, is this too much to ask? 2 Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will know what God wants you to do, and you will know how good and pleasing and perfect his will really is.

Our lives as Christ followers on earth must be balanced on three legs:

1. Romans 12:2 Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world.

2. 1 Cor. 9:22 When I am with those who are oppressed, I share their oppression so that I might bring them to Christ. Yes, I try to find common ground with everyone so that I might bring them to Christ. 
1 Cor. 10:30-33:
If I can thank God for the food and enjoy it, why should I be condemned for eating it? 31 Whatever you eat or drink or whatever you do, you must do all for the glory of God. 32 Don't give offense to Jews or Gentiles or the church of God. 33 That is the plan I follow, too. I try to please everyone in everything I do. I don't just do what I like or what is best for me, but what is best for them so they may be saved. 
3. 1 Timothy 6:17: Tell those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to trust in their money, which will soon be gone. But their trust should be in the living God, who richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment. 
The tension between those three legs meets when we have to decide how we’ll interact with the culture in which we live.

How do we balance those tensions when it comes to homosexuality and marriage?

1. The Bible calls homosexual behavior sin. Romans 1:21-32

2. Marriage is between one man and one woman. Matthew 19:4-6

3. We need to understand what is behind homosexual temptation. Romans 1:22-28

4. We need to have a Christ like attitude toward those who struggle with homosexuality so that we can be a healing community for ALL people.
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Other Resources:

www.crossministry.org Resources for equipping the church to evangelize and disciple the homosexual

www.exodus.to The largest Christian referral and information center dealing with homosexual issues in the world.

www.DrThrockmorton.com Dr. Morton is associate professor of psychology at Grove City College. Site contains excellent research on homosexuality

www.family.org Focus on Family offers resources on overcoming homosexuality

www.Gaytostraight.org International Healing Foundation Great resource for those seeking to overcome same sex attractions.

www.NARTH.com The National Association of Research and Therapy of Homosexuality is a scientific organization of professional therapists as well as lay people in in fields such as law, religion, and education. They offer referrals for those trying to overcome homosexuality. 

www.P-Fox.org Site for parents and friends of Ex-Gays and Gays.

www.Realityresources.com Jerry and Charlene Leach co-direct an international ministry to those afflicted with homosexuality.

www.navpress.com/Magazines/DJ/ArticleDisplay/138.12/ Interesting article from Discipleship Journal.
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