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What To Do With Homosexuality and Marriage?
Intro:

Let’s read together Romans 12:1-2

1 And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will accept. When you think of what he has done for you, is this too much to ask? 2 Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will know what God wants you to do, and you will know how good and pleasing and perfect his will really is.


I want to begin this morning by explaining why we as Christians have a problem with our culture when it comes to things like abortion, sex outside of marriage, homosexual marriage and so forth.

As followers of Christ we our lives on earth hang on three tensions that must be balanced. There are many passages for each leg and this passage in Romans illustrates one of the legs.
“Do not be conformed to this world.” We can’t conform to the culture. That’s one leg. The second leg is illustrated by 1 Cor. 9:22 

When I am with those who are oppressed, I share their oppression so that I might bring them to Christ. Yes, I try to find common ground with everyone so that I might bring them to Christ. 

And 1 Cor. 10:30-33:

If I can thank God for the food and enjoy it, why should I be condemned for eating it? 31 Whatever you eat or drink or whatever you do, you must do all for the glory of God. 32 Don't give offense to Jews or Gentiles or the church of God. 33 That is the plan I follow, too. I try to please everyone in everything I do. I don't just do what I like or what is best for me, but what is best for them so they may be saved. 

The second leg is to become all things to all people so you have a platform to share Christ. On one hand, don’t become conformed to the culture, on the other hand, be in the culture enough to salt it, to have a platform to share your faith. Salt in the shaker is useless; salt must become absorbed into meat if it is to season it.

That is a tension we balance.

But there is a third leg that is illustrated by 1 Timothy 6:

Tell those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to trust in their money, which will soon be gone. But their trust should be in the living God, who richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment. 

The third leg is God’s encouragement that the stuff that he gives us is for us to enjoy. We should not be angry, down faced, party poopers that over spiritualize everything.
Three tensions: Your citizenship is not here, you are not of this world so don’t conform to it. But you are indigenous to this world, you are in this world and you must participate in and relate to this culture. And your hope should not be in the stuff of this world, the houses the cars, the money and the stuff, but God does give us those things for our enjoyment, not just our sustenance.

Don’t conform because it’s not home.

Be participants because you are indigenous.

Don’t count on stuff, but enjoy it.

Three tensions that support this life we live for a very brief time before our eternity in heaven. Most of our disagreements stem from our understanding of those tensions. Most of us key on one of the three legs to the detriment of the other two. Most of our various perspectives in what the church should be stem from our understanding of how to balance those three legs.

The tension between those three legs meets when we as the followers of Christ, aliens for a time sojourning here before we go home, try to figure out how to engage the culture.

Public education, extra marital sex, abortion, social policy of all kinds, church programming, worship style, church meeting times. You name it how we handle the tension between these legs of the faith dictates how we respond to those things. 

Every one of us has a natural tendency toward one of those legs, and we want everyone around us to have that same natural tendency. But our call as followers of Christ is to find the balance of Jesus when it comes to those three legs. Our dream for our family at EBC is that we find the balance of Jesus.
Sin is always sin and we must always call sin sin, and confront it. People are always people and we must always love people with love of another kind and we are never to condemn a person. Balance. We must continue to say that sin is destructive and harmful, and we must call sin sin, while we are willing to die for the person stuck in that sin. Balance.
This morning we want to try and find that balance as it relates to how we as followers of Christ respond to the issue of homosexual marriage. We can’t do this justice in one message, there are resources on your study guide for you to do some further study and I encourage you to do that. 

The Bible is true, every word of it. Truth gives freedom. 

Let’s get a general picture of what the Bible says about homosexuality and marriage.

This is not complex at all.
1. The Bible calls homosexual behavior sin.

Romans 1:21-32:      21 Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn't worship him as God or even give him thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. The result was that their minds became dark and confused. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became utter fools instead. 23 And instead of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols made to look like mere people, or birds and animals and snakes. 

     24 So God let them go ahead and do whatever shameful things their hearts desired. As a result, they did vile and degrading things with each other's bodies. 25 Instead of believing what they knew was the truth about God, they deliberately chose to believe lies. So they worshiped the things God made but not the Creator himself, who is to be praised forever. Amen. 

     26 That is why God abandoned them to their shameful desires. Even the women turned against the natural way to have sex and instead indulged in sex with each other. 27 And the men, instead of having normal sexual relationships with women, burned with lust for each other. Men did shameful things with other men and, as a result, suffered within themselves the penalty they so richly deserved. 

     28 When they refused to acknowledge God, he abandoned them to their evil minds and let them do things that should never be done. 29 Their lives became full of every kind of wickedness, sin, greed, hate, envy, murder, fighting, deception, malicious behavior, and gossip. 30 They are backstabbers, haters of God, insolent, proud, and boastful. They are forever inventing new ways of sinning and are disobedient to their parents. 31 They refuse to understand, break their promises, and are heartless and unforgiving. 32 They are fully aware of God's death penalty for those who do these things, yet they go right ahead and do them anyway. And, worse yet, they encourage others to do them, too. 

There are other passages we could go to, but we won’t. One is enough, homosexual behavior is sin.

2. Marriage is between one man and one woman. 

Matthew 19:4-6      4 "Haven't you read the Scriptures?" Jesus replied. "They record that from the beginning `God made them male and female.' 5 And he said, `This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one.' 6 Since they are no longer two but one, let no one separate them, for God has joined them together." 

Therefore in God’s eyes there is no such thing as marriage between two men or marriage between two women. It is sin, it is harmful for the participants and the culture because it runs contrary to God’s original design for his creation. Christians must lovingly confront the concept of homosexual marriage as wrong.

[transition]

Having said that the title of this sermon is not “Is homosexual marriage wrong?” The title was “What to do with homosexuality and marriage.” My guess is that everybody in this room already knew that homosexual behavior is wrong, and the fact that marriage is to be between one man and one women is nothing new either. That is one leg of our journey, the truth part, the “do not conform to this world” part. Typically we have that part down pretty well.
But what about the other legs of our faith? We have some work to do there…

3. We need to understand what is behind homosexual temptation. Stay with me as we think about this. Romans 1:22-28. The context here is that Paul is saying that God has revealed himself in nature, he is obvious to everyone. But for those that refused to recognize Him as God….
Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. (The basic problem, trading God’s glory for man’s glory)
24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator--who is forever praised. Amen.(As a result of not recognizing God’s glory, they traded truth for a lie) 
 26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion. 
 28 Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge (or acknowledge) of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. 

Homosexuality and every other sin is the result of denying God His rightful glorious place as God. Eve in the garden had the same struggle. The serpent told her she would become like God if she ate the fruit that sounded good to her so she ate.

Listen, we’ve said this a thousand different ways. When the glory of God ceases to be your supreme pleasure you will fall victim to a thousand lesser pleasures, and all of those lesser pleasures are a distortion of God’s best for you. When you wish you could drive a great car like so and so does. When you wish your spouse looked like so and so, when your house just isn’t quite up to what you wish you had. All those desires are counterfeit desires that have their root in exchanging God’s pure true glory for man’s tainted counterfeit glory.
The point is we all have the same disease. It manifests itself different in different ways in different people, but the disease is the same and the cure is the same. For you and I to look down our nose at someone that struggles with homosexual temptation is an arrogant denial of our own disease. It’s like one cancer patient avoiding another cancer patient because the disease manifested itself in a different way that is somehow more fearful. 
Because of this we must…
4. We need to change our attitude about those who struggle with homosexual temptation. 
Homosexuality is not a special kind of sin reserved for special treatment. It is not our job to “cure” homosexuality any more than we can help an alcoholic never crave alcohol again. We are not to distinguish between those that struggle with homosexuality any more than those that struggle with other temptations. 

Look back at our passage in Romans 1. {read and point out vs. 28-32} Is there anybody in the room not listed there?

If there is one place in the world where someone struggling with homosexual tendencies should feel safe to be honest and feel fully accepted it should be the church.

God’s love for homosexuals is not conditioned on them turning off homosexual temptations any more than it is conditioned on proper eating habits for gluttons, or the absence of temptation for those that struggle with lust after people or things. There are a bunch of guys in the room struggling with addiction to pornography. Why do we feel like that is more noble than struggling with homosexual desire?
Changing our attitude about homosexuality means we have to avoid popular myths about homosexuality. Namely:

· Homosexuality is not contagious.

· Men with artistic abilities are not homosexual.

· In fact, the men I know who struggle with homosexual temptations are what we would call “real men.”

· There are dangerous fringe homosexual groups with evil desires and agendas. They do not represent most homosexuals any more than dangerous fringe heterosexual groups like swingers represent the majority of heterosexual people.

· Just like every other problem that you face, homosexuality is a result of the fall of man.

· Just like every other problem that you and I face Jesus Christ offers a healing alternative in the new identity he brings. But that new identity does not mean that every struggle of the old life is gone forever.

· Those that struggle with homosexuality bear the image of God just like you and I do. 

Many of us need to get before God and seek his heart for a group of people that we have maligned and slandered…

It is my prayer that EBC would become a healing community for all kinds of folks with all kinds of wounds from the terrible disease of sin. My prayer is that alcoholics can come here and find hope and healing. My prayer is that guys that struggle with pornography can continue to come here and find hope and healing. My prayer is that gluttons can come here and find hope and healing, people that struggle with materialism should be able to come here and find hope and healing. And, homosexuals should be able to come here and find hope and healing.

Conclusion:
(Story? Hope in Christ? Next steps?)

